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Box No. I Basis of the report 



1. With regard to the language, this report is based on the international application in the language in which it was filed, unless 
otherwise indicated under this item. 

[ [ This report is based on translations from the original language into the following language 
which is the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of: 

| | international search (under Rules 12.3 and 23 . 1 (b)) 

| [ publication of the international appHcation (under Rule 12.4) 

| | international preliminary examination (under Rules 55.2 and/or 55.3) 

2. With regard to the elements of the international application, this report is based on (replacement sheets which have been 
furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this report as "originally 
filed" and are not annexed to this report): 

| | the international application as originally fUed/furnished 

[x] the description: 

pages 1-16 as originally filed/rurnished 
pages* received by this Authority on with the letter of 
pages* received by this Authority on with the letter of 



[x] the claims: 



as originally filed/mrnished 
pages* as amended (together with any statement) under Article 19 

pages* 17 - 24 received by this Authority on 14 October 2005 with the letter of 13 October 2005 
pages* received by this Authority on with the letter of 



X the drawings: 



pages 1/1 - 2/2 as originally fQe^furnished 
pages* * received by this Authority on with the letter of 
pages* received by this Authority on with the letter of 

| | a sequence listing and/or any related table(s) - see Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence Listing. 

. The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

| the description, pages 

|~j the claims, Nos. 

[" | the drawings, sheets/figs 

|~| the sequence listing (specify): 

| | any table(s) related to the sequence listing (specify): 

4. I I This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments annexed to this report and listed below had not been 

made, since they have been considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 
70.2(c)). 

I~1 me description, pages 
: ~| the claims, Nos. 
| [ the drawings, sheets/figs 

[~] the sequence listing (specify): • 
any table(s) related to the sequence listing (specify): 

If item 4 applies, some or all of those sheets may be marked "superseded, " 
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Box No. V Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



.1. Statement 



Novelty (N) 


Claims 


1-42 


YES 




Claims 


None 


NO 


Inventive step (IS) 


Claims 


1-42 


YES 




Claims 


None 


NO 


Industrial applicability (IA) 


Claims 


1-42 


YES 




Claims 


None 


NO 



2. Citations and explanations (Rule 70.7) 

Document cited for the purpose of compiling this report: 

(Dl) GB 2342536 A (ORANGE PERSONAL COMMUNICATIONS SERVICES LIMITED) 12 April 2000 
See in particular pages 3, 6, 8 and 9 

NOVELTY (N) and INVENTIVE STEP (IS) claims 1- 42 

Claims 1 - 42 are novel and involve an inventive step in light of the cited prior art document Dl that does not 
disclose all of the features defined in the claims. Dl does not explicitly disclose a telecommunications system in 
which a message enabled communications device configured for roaming free connections to a mobile services 
provider and a distributor to provide the communications device to a user. The system includes a gateway for 
placing a telephone call to a destination telephone number indicated by a message received from the mobile 
communication device and also for placing a telephone call to the user through the service provider to patch the 
user to the destination telephone without incurring roaming charges. And in particular, the communication 
device is registered with the gateway before it is provided to the user. 
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Claims 

1. A telecommunications system comprising: 

a messaging-enabied communications device configured for a roaming- 
5 free connection to a mobile telephone services provider; 

a distributor, the distributor providing the communications device to a 
user; and 

a gateway, the gateway being for placing a telephone call to a 
destination telephone having a telephone number indicated by a message 
io received from the mobile communications device and also for placing a 

telephone call to the user though the service provider to patch the user to the 
destination telephone without incurring roaming charges; wherein 

the communication device is registered with the gateway before it is 
provided to the user. 

2. The system of Claim 1 , wherein the message is an SMS. 

3. The system of Claim 1 , wherein the message is an MMS . 

4. The system of Claim 1 , wherein the mobile communications device is a 
20 mobile telephone. 

5. The system of Claim 1 , wherein mobile communications device is a SIM 
card. 



Amended Sheet 
IPEA/AU 



PCT/SG2004/000335 
Received 14 October 2005 



is 

6. The system of Claim 1 , wherein the user receives the telephone call at 
the mobile communications device. 

7. The system of Claim 1 f wherein the user receives the telephone call at a 
5 telephone having a telephone number indicated by the message. 

8. The system of Claim 1 f wherein the mobile communications device is 
provided to the user by renting It to the user. 

10 9. The system of Claim 1 , wherein the mobile communications device is 
provided to the user by selling it to the user. 

10, The system of Claim 1 , wherein the distributor is a retail outlet 

15 11. The system of Claim 1 , wherein the distributor provides a selection of 
mobile communications devices configured for roaming-free connections to 
different mobile telephone services providers. 

12, The system of Claim 1 , further comprising: 
20 a database containing user identification information and billing 

Information of the user; 

an identification system for obtaining the user identification information 

from the message; 
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19 . 
a data processing system for matching the user identification information 
obtained from the message with the user identification information in the 
database to identify the user. 

5 13. The system of Claim 12, wherein the user identification information and 
billing information of the user i$ entered into the database based on information 
obtained upon the user registering with the distributor. 

14. The system of Claim 1 , wherein the user may enabled a diversion of calls 
10 from another communication device to the gateway, whereby the calls may be 

connected to the messaging-enabled communications device. 

1 5. The system of Claim 1 , wherein the distributor is located outside the 
service area of the mobile telephone services provider. 

15 

1 6. The system of Claim 1 , wherein the gateway is located outside the 
service area of the mobile telephone services provider. 

1 7. The system of Claim 1 , wherein the gateway is arranged, upon receiving 
20 a first phone call from the communication device, to place a second phone call 

to the device and thereby initiate the sending of the message as part of the 
second phone call. 
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1 8. The system of Claim 1 , wherein the communication device activates a 
ring-tone when the message is being received by the gateway. 

19. A telecommunications method comprising the steps of: 

providing a messaging-enabled communications device configured for a 
roaming-free connection to a telephone services provider; 

providing a distributor, the distributor providing the mobile 
communications device to a user, and 

providing a gateway, the gateway placing a telephone call through the 
gateway to a destination telephone having a telephone number indicated by a 
message received from the mobile communications device and also placing a 
telephone call through the telephone services provider to the user to patch the 
customer to the destination telephone without incurring roaming charges; 
wherein 

the communication device is registered with the gateway before it Is 
provided to the user. 

20. The method of claim 1 9, wherein the message Is an SMS. 

2 1 . The method of claim 1 9 , wherein the message is an MMS . 

22. The method of claim 1 9, wherein the mobile communications device is a 
mobile telephone. 
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23. The method of claim 19, wherein mobile communications device is a SIM 
card. 

24. The method of claim 19, wherein the user receives the telephone call at 
the mobile communications device. 

25. The method of claim 1 9, wherein the user receives the telephone call at 
a telephone having a telephone number indicated by the message. 

26. The method of claim 19, wherein the mobile communications device is 
provided to the user by renting it to the user. 

27* The method of claim 19, wherein the mobile communications device is 
provided to the user by selling it to the user. 

28. The method of claim 19, wherein the distributor is a retail outlet 

29. The method of claim 19, wherein the distributor provides a selection of 
mobile communications devices configured for roaming-free connections to 
different mobile telephone services providers, 

30. The method of claim 19, further comprising: 

a database containing user identification information and billing 
information of the user; 
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an identification system for obtaining the user identification information 

from the message; 

a data processing system for matching the user identification information 
obtained from the message with the user identification information in the 
database to identify the user, 

31. The method of claim 30, wherein the user identification information and 
billing information of the user is entered into the database based on information 
obtained upon the user registering with the distributor. 

32. The method of claim 19, wherein the distributor is located outside the 
service area of the mobile telephone services provider. 

33. The method of claim 19, wherein the gateway is located outside the 
service area of the mobile telephone services provider. 

34. The method of claim 19, wherein the user may enabled a diversion of 
calls from another communication device to the gateway, whereby the calls may 
be connected to the messaging-enabled communications device. 

35. The method of claim 19, further comprising the steps of 

the gateway receiving a first phone call from the communication device; 
the gateway hanging up the phone call; and 
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the gateway placing a second phone call to the device, thereby initiating 
the sending of the message as part of the second phone call. 

36. The method of da(m 19, further comprising the step of activating a ring- 
tone in the communication device when the gateway is receiving the message. 

37. A messaging-enabled enabled phone arranged to generate a menu of 
options, the menu comprising destination telephone numbers; wherein 

selection of one or more of the destination numbers causing the phone to 
generate a message to a service provider of SMS Callback; 

the message containing indications of the at least one of the destination 
numbers; 

the message causing the service provider to place cail(s) to the at least 
one destination number and also to place a call to the sender of the message, 
and patching the calls when they are connected; and 

the messaging-enabled enabled phone is registered with a gateway 
before It Is provided to the user. 

38. A messaging-enabled enabled phone as-claimed in claim 37, which is 
called up by a button in the messaging-enabled phone. 

39. A messaging-enabled enabled phone as claimed in claim 37 or 38, 
wherein the message is SMS. 
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40. A messaging-enabled enabled phone as claimed in claim 37, 38 or 39, 
wherein the message is MMS. 

41 . A messaging-enabled enabled phone as claimed in any one of claims 37 
to 40, wherein the message masks the gateway of the service provider. 

42. A messaging-enabled enabled phone having a button wherein a 
message is sent to a service provider providing SMS Callback when pressed; 
wherein the messaging-enabled enabled phone is registered with a gateway 
before it is provided to the user. 
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